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UMW Students and Alumni with James Monroe Museum Experience Attend 

VAM Workshop 
 

University of Mary Washington students and alumni with connections to the James 

Monroe Museum had an impromptu reunion at a recent Virginia Association of Museums 

workshop on event planning held at the Gari Melchers Home and Studio. 

 

Theresa Cramer and Gabrielle Lindemann are the current Bowley Scholars at the James 

Monroe Museum.  They were joined at the workshop by former Bowley Scholars Bill Backus, 

Historical Interpreter, Prince William County Historic Preservation Division; Christine 

Clements, Curatorial Assistant, Fauquier History Museum at the Old Jail; and Candice Roland, 

Library Clerk, Virginia Historical Society.  Former Monroe Museum student aide Sarah Palenik, 

who is now Membership and Office Manager for the Gari Melchers Home and Studio, also took 

part in the workshop. 

 

The Lt. Gen. Albert J. Bowley Scholarship funds academic-year and summer internships 

at the museum, giving students hands-on experience in artifact collections management, 

education, and public programs.  Student aides work as paid museum guides. 

 

James Monroe Museum Director Scott Harris, who attended the workshop along with 

Membership and Special Events Coordinator Adele Uphaus-Conner, was very pleased by the 

participation of students and alumni who worked at the museum:  “The James Monroe Museum 

is proud to support UMW’s educational mission through internships and student employment.   
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The University’s majors in historic preservation and history, and the interdisciplinary museum 

studies minor, provide excellent academic training.  When a superior course of study is 

augmented by practical experience, graduates are better prepared to enter the workforce.” 

 

The James Monroe Museum and Memorial Library is a National Historic Landmark 

owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia and administered by the University of Mary 

Washington.  Founded in 1927, it is the nation’s largest repository of artifacts and documents 

related to the fifth President of the United States.  For hours of operation, directions, and other 

information, call (540) 654-1043, or visit www.jamesmonroemuseum.org.  

  

The University of Mary Washington is a premier, selective public liberal arts and 

sciences university in Virginia, highly respected for its commitment to academic excellence, 

strong undergraduate liberal arts and sciences program, and dedication to life-long learning. The 

university, with a total enrollment of nearly 5,000, features colleges of business, education and 

arts and sciences, and three campuses, including a residential campus in Fredericksburg, Va., a 

second one in nearby Stafford and a third in Dahlgren, Va., which serves as a center of 

development of educational and research partnerships between the Navy, higher education 

institutions and the region’s employers. In recent years, the university has seen its academic 

reputation garner national recognition in numerous selective guidebooks, including Forbes, the 

Fiske Guide to Colleges and the Princeton Review’s edition of 150 “Best Value Colleges” and 

“The Best 376 Colleges.” 
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