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Hello! 
 
 We understand in this epidemic there 
is a need for activities for you and your 
child to enjoy at home. That is why we’re 
here to help! Please enjoy this history 
packet. In it, you will find a plethora of 
activities from a variety of local 
historical sites in the Fredericksburg 
area. While we hope that everyone can 
enjoy this packet, it is mostly age-
appropriate for elementary students. If 
you have any comments or questions 
about the content, please email Lindsey 
Crawford at lcrawfor@umw.edu. Stay 
safe and enjoy! 
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Curating Ideas  
 

Materials: 
 
• Favorite object (s) from your house 
• Paper  
• Tape  
• Writing Utensil 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
• Museum- a building where objects that tell a story are displayed  
• Past- having existed or taking place in a time before the present  
• Artifact- any object that is used, made, or changed by a human. They are used to help 

tell a story about someone’s past.  
• Curator- A person who takes care of artifacts with a museum collection  
• Exhibit- to display objects within a museum for the public to see  
 
Activity:  
 
• Review the “Artifact”  worksheet 
• Review vocabulary words, and complete the “words to remember” chart  
• Review the “Label”  worksheet  
• Complete the “Write your own label” worksheet. 
• Brainstorm a “theme” for your exhibit 
• Pick out three to five objects in your house that fit your theme 
• Write a label for each object 
• Display your artifacts and labels 
• Open your exhibit and enjoy with your family!  
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Curating Vocabulary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. An ____________ displays objects within a museum for the 
public to view. 
 
 

2. The __________ means to exist or take place in a time before 
the present. 

 
 

3. A ___________ is someone who takes care of objects within a 
museum collection. 

 
 

4. An ___________ is an object that is used, made, or changed by 
humans.  

 
 
 

5. A  ___________ is a place where objects are displayed to tell a 
story.  

Word Bank 
  
Curator      Artifact  
                    Exhibit     
Past        Museum  
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 POWHATAN PEOPLE GLOSSARY  

 EEL: a long fish that that looks like a snake and has smooth slimy skin. Local Native American 
caught river eels as a source of food.  

 

PATAWOMACK: a Native American tribe based in Stafford County and one of Virginia’s 11 
state recognized tribes. 
 

POWHATAN: a group of Algonquian-speaking people living in the Tidewater region of 
Virginia at the time the English settlers landed at Jamestown in 1607. 

 

POWWOW: a Native American ceremony or social gathering. 
 

RAPPAHANOCK: a river that flows entirely through Virginia and passes Fredericksburg. Its 
names come from a local Algonquian word meaning, “quick rising waters.” 
 

TOBACCO: a plant with green leaves that grows in warm climates. The leaves are picked off, 
dried, and prepared for smoking.  

 

YEYEHAKIN:  a semi-permanent structure used for sleeping and storage. Young branches 
were used to create a frame for the house. The Powhatan people covered their houses with 
bark shingles stripped from trees, or mats woven from cut marsh reeds.  
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Primary (K-3rd) 
Powhatan People  

Primary Source  
Worksheet  

 
 

 
 
 

1. Look closely at the drawing and fill out the table.  
 
What do you see? What do know about 

the drawing?  
What would like to 
know?  
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Online Resources 
 

James Monroe Museum:  
jamesmonroemuseum.org 
 
Fredericksburg Area Museum:  
famva.org/learning-resources  
 
Gari Melchers’ Home and Studio:  
garimelchers.org/education/learn  
 
National Park Service: 
nps.gov/frsp 
fredspoteducation.weebly.com/fredericksburg.html 
 
 
Washington Heritage Museum:  
washingtonheritagemuseum.org  
 
George Washington Foundation  
kenmore.org 
livesandlegaciesblog.org/family-activites 
 
 
 


